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The Turkana Database posted here contains 13,548 published records of fossil vertebrate remains from the Turkana
Basin in northern Kenya. This exceptional collection of fossils representing diverse extinct animals of northern Kenya is
housed at the National Museums of Kenya (specimens collected mainly between 1963 and 2004). Some of the most
recent collections (2005-2009) are stored at the Turkana Basin Institute (TBI) facilities at lleret, northeast of Lake
Turkana.

The Turkana Database is a specimen-based compilation of fossil vertebrates from the late Cenozoic of the Turkana
Basin (from about 1 to 7 million years ago). Currently the entire database has 16,997 records including all published
specimens (13,548 records) and many unpublished ones (3,449 records), which are not yet available on the public
database. The Turkana Database provides taxonomic, provenience, stratigraphic context, skeletal part, taphonomic, and
other associated data for 28 mammalian families (including the Hominidae) and other vertebrate groups from the Koobi
Fora, Nachukui, Kanapoi, and Nawata formations. The fossils represent tens of thousands of hours devoted to
searching, collecting, cataloguing, and conserving by hundreds of researchers and skilled technicians since the 1960’s.

The database was created in partnership with the National Museums of Kenya. The data were compiled, entered, and
checked primarily by René Bobe (Department of Anthropology, University of Georgia) in collaboration with Anna K.
Behrensmeyer (Department of Paleobiology, National Museum of Natural History and Evolution of Terrestrial
Ecosystems Program (ETE), Smithsonian Institution, Washington, DC). Both Behrensmeyer and Bobe have participated
directly in field and laboratory activities in connection with this database as part of this international community of
paleontologists, geologists, and paleoanthropologists. NMK Paleontology staff, graduate students from Rutgers, George
Washington, and the University of Georgia, and interns sponsored in part by the Smithsonian Institution also participated
in data entering and related collections work. The initial databasing effort was supported by a Smithsonian Scholarly
Studies grant to Behrensmeyer and Bobe (1999-2001) and by the National Science Foundation (Grants BCS-0137235
and BCS-0422048).

The Turkana Basin Paleontology Database (original name) has been freely available to the scientific community since
2002 through the Paleontology Section, Earth Sciences Department, National Museums of Kenya (NMK)
(http://www.museums.or.ke/) or through requests to Bobe, and it has been used for research papers, undergraduate
projects, dissertations, or for curatorial purposes at NMK. The database has promoted data analysis and hypothesis
testing, leading to research presentations at professional meetings (Behrensmeyer et al., 2005; Behrensmeyer et al.,
2003; Bobe, 20104, b; Bobe & Behrensmeyer, 2007; Bobe & Leakey, 2009b; Copes & Potts, 2005; Hakala & Bobe,
2010; Haradon et al., 2004)as well as articles and book chapters in the peer-reviewed literature (Bobe, 2006; Bobe &
Behrensmeyer, 2004; Bobe et al., 2007; Bobe & Leakey, 2009a).

As part of its mission to facilitate research into the study of terrestrial faunas, floras, and environmental change over
geological time, ETE is very pleased to make this database accessible via its website.

Example of information provided in each record that is accessible on the public version of the Turkana Database.

Rene Bobe and volunteer examining some of the fossil bovids in the
Paleontology Section of the National Museums of Kenya, Nairobi.
Records of these fossils and many others are documented in the

Turkana Database.
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