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Editor’s Note 

Well, here is our first Quarterly Newsletter for Kisumu Museum. It is 
acknowledgedly, a stretching effort, and therefore anyone who has had 
the slightest connection with the preparation and publication of a 
Newsletter will know how difficult a task it is and will, as a result be 
appreciative of the effort. Many thanks are due to all those who cared to 
get in touch, even if there was nothing more to say than “good luck.” 
 
There are some awful gasps in the information that I have to give you, I 
can only apologise. They say that “no news is good news,” but I must say 
that I have my doubts about the veracity of this old adage. I call upon all 
to help with contributions in this venture. It is frustrating in that there is 
so much to be done and so few are able or willing to lend a hand. 
The purpose of this newsletter is to share heritage news and we invite all 
of our readers to actively participate. Please send us news of exhibitions 
which are happening, news relevant to cultural and natural heritage 
field, conferences and workshops taking place among others. 
 
I am sure things must be happening in Kisumu, its satellite museums and 
around the Lake Victoria Basin and yet, outside the privileged local circle, 
these work are often unpublished and unsung. Tell us about it and let us 
share the news, good or bad around the Kisumu heritage circuit. 
 
Finally, now is the time to think about your contribution to the next issue 
of Kisumu Newsletter. If all goes well this should be distributed in 
October 2012. Now there is no excuse not to write, all of you have a valid 
reason for writing. Do it now! 
 
With best wishes  
  Wycliffe Oloo 

 

 

 

 

Repair of house at Thimlich 
Ohinga Cultural Landscape  
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.Tom Mboya Mausoleum 

. Effects of light on 
Collections 

. IFRA- BIEA Workshop in 
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Traditional sheep at the 
Traditional Luo Homestead- 
Kisumu Museum gives birth. 
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Know Your Heritage 

TOM MBOYA MAUSOLEUM  

“Go and fight like this man 
 who fought for mankind’s cause 
 who died because he fought  
 whose battle are stilled unworn!”  
Tom Mboya Tombstone Quote 

Tom Mboya Mausoleum is located on Rusinga Island at the grave site of Tom 
Mboya, a pioneer trade unionist and a brilliant and eloquent politician. It was Gazetted as a national 
monument vide gazette notice number 1427 dated 9/3//2001, due to Tom Mboya’s outstanding contribution 
to the development of Kenya and Africa in general. Other places of interest in Rusinga Island include Rusinga 
Island paleontological site and Rusinga Hotel which is famous with Bird watchers.  

TJ Mboya  

Thomas Joseph Odhiambo Mboya was born on 15th August 1930 at Kilimambogo, northeast of Nairobi. His 
parents were Leonard and Marcella Ndiege from Rusinga Island in Lake Victoria.  He married Pamela Arwa 
Mboya, daughter of a politician Walter Odede in 1962 and had five children, Maureen Odero, Susan Mboya, 
Luke Mboya and twin brothers Peter Mboya and Patrick Mboya.  After Tom Mboya’s assassination in 1969, 
Pamela had one other child, Tom Mboya Jr. with Alphonse Okuku, Tom’s brother. Pamela passed on in 
January 2009 while under treatment in South Africa. 

Contribution to Development  

The rise of Tom Mboya, a trade unionist, politician 
and statesman and his outstanding contribution to 
humanity as is the case with most other key players in 
Kenya’s independence struggle can be traced to the 
declaration of a state of emergency in 1952 by the 
British Colonial government in Kenya. This was the 
period that saw the rise of Kenyan leaders especially 
after the arrest and detention of Mzee Jomo Kenyatta 
and the banning of the Mau Mau. Mboya entered the 
Kenyan political scene via the Trade Union 

Movement.   

He attended various Pan-Africanism Conferences around the world around this time and the most notable one 
being the Accra –Ghana All- African Peoples’ Conference held on 8th December 1959, which was presided 
over by chief Pan- Africanist Kwame Nkrumah. At this conference, Mboya was elected as the conference 
Chairman at the age of 28. Mboya organized the Airlift Africa project together with Africa-American Students 
Foundation (AASF) in the United States of America. In 1960, the Kennedy Foundation agreed to underwrite the 
airlift after Mboya sought for assistance from Senator Jack Kennedy.  
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Through his efforts, the Airlift Africa was extended to Tanzania, Uganda, Zambia, Zimbabwe and Malawi. 
More than 230 students received scholarships to study in USA in 1960 only and hundred more in 1961-63. 
Among the beneficiary of this scholarship was Barack Obama, Sr. who married and sired the future Illinois 
Senator and USA President, Barack Obama Jr. Following the assassination of Mboya, Obama Sr. testified at the 
ensuing trial, since he had met Mboya shortly before he was gunned down. Obama sr. believed “he was later 
targeted in a hit- and run incident as a result of this testimony.” 

Due to his leadership acumen as Secretary General of KANU, Mboya headed the Kenyan delegation to 
Lancaster House Conference where Kenya’s constitutional framework and independence were to be 
negotiated in 1960. Tom Mboya is also recognized as the founder of Kenya Labour Workers Union (KLWU) 
where he served as its Secretary- General till 1963. He also served in a similar capacity at the Kenya 
Federation of Registered Labour Unions (KFRLU), a testament to the energy and vibrance that his name became 
synonymous with. 

Post- Independence  

Through out his illustrious career, Mboya’s performance was nothing short of brilliant, a factor that earned 
him worldwide recognition, but also led to his assassination in 1969.  

In post independence era, he wrote the important “Sessional Paper No.10 on Harambee and the Principles of 
African Socialism,” which provided a model of government based on African values. This paper is still up to 
date referred to by scholars. Moreover, the current constitution of Kenya borrowed a lot from “Sessional Paper 
No.10”. It is sad that he never lived longer to enjoy the fruits of Kenya’s independence after fighting so 
earnestly for it.  

The Mausoleum  

His unique and culturally rich mausoleum was built with funds donated or collected from his local and 
international friends. It was gazetted as a National Monument on 9th March 2001 in recognition of his 
insurmountable contribution to Kenya.  

 

Collection Display-Tom Mboya Mausoleum 

The mausoleum is built in the shape of the silver bullet that killed him. On display at the mausoleum are a 
number of Tom Mboya personal items, mostly awards given to him by leaders from various nations for 
championing for the rights of individuals, motivation books, a collection of newspaper cuttings featuring Tom 
Mboya at various forums, pictures of his family members and speeches that he gave at different conferences 
globally. Most outstanding collections are his beloved black & white flywhisk and the briefcase he carried 
when he was assassinated on July 5th 1969 along Government Road (currently Moi Avenue). 

The collections are displayed in eight glass show cases. However, visitors are allowed to flip through the 
family album and motivation books on display, while seated on the aligned wooden garden benches outside 
the mausoleum. Currently, the process of Electricity installation at the site is on-going and this will enable 
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visitors enjoy their stay at the mausoleum. The mausoleum is opened to the public free of charge daily from 
9.00 a.m. to 6.00 p.m. At hand to assist visitors at the site are two National Museums of Kenya staff members, 
Mr. Ndiege Paul and Mr. Owuor Tom.  

News from the Region 

 

             

In collaboration with KWS, Kisumu Museum acquired two African Rock pythons in March. Documentation of snakes health 

status, length, weight and gender is meticulous processes that require the brave- hearted. 

 

      

Leopard- python conflict: when a stray python entered a leopard cage at Impala sanctuary, KWS had to seek for assistance from 
Kisumu Museum snake handlers to capture and take away the snake. The python finally found a safe home at Kisumu Museum. 

 

  
Renovated Crocodile Pond at Kisumu Museum.  Renovation of Jaramogi O. O. Mausoleum in progress 
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Did you know? 

*Kisumu Museum is built around the concept of traditional Luo homestead! The Main gallery 
represents the First wife’s house, Education Hall represents the Second wife’s house and the Second 
Gallery represents the Third wife’s house, built in that sequence. 
* The Two Nile Crocodiles at Kisumu Museum are thirty years old! 
 

Words of Wisdom 

“The measure of a person’s character is what a person would do if they knew that they would not be 
found out.” Thomas Babington Macaulay, 1800-1859. 

Curatorial Tips 

“The biggest enemy of cultural property is lack of knowledge, and undoing bad restoration is what 
most conservators spend most of their time doing.” 

Light  

Keeping collections out of direct sunlight, harsh lighting and keeping them away from heat sources 
is a must. Lighting causes the following common problems on collections from exposure. 
Ultraviolet radiat ion (UV) causes materials to disintegrate or become weak, while also causing 
pigments or dyes to change colour, and lignin in paper (Lignin is a complex chemical compound 
most commonly derived from wood), as well as resins, starches, and glues to yellow or darken.  
Infrared radiation  heats materials, leading to their accelerated aging and embrittlement, as well 
as their yellowing.  
Visible light  fades the colours of collections items, as well as causing darkening and yellowing of 
some collections items, as well as color shifts in dyes and pigments.  

NOTE : Collection items damaged by light can not be repaired or fixed by conservators. Light 
damage is permanent, irreversible, and cumulative, meaning that each exposure to light poses some 
damage that eventually causes significant change in the item depending upon the nature of the item 
exposed to light. 
Since conservators can not repair light damage, they must instead prevent the damage to collections 
by working with exhibit designers to plan and minimize all light exposures, particularly those in 
exhibits and research rooms. 

 Can’t find an answer to a Curatorial Question? Ask! 

 S. C 
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Staff Corner 

Transfers.   

Ms. Awiti Phoebe from Assistant Director, Western Region Office to Kisumu Museum Education 
section. Mr. Hamza Solomon Hassan from Karen Blixen Museum to Kisumu Museum Education 
section. 

Workshops and Conferences   

Integrity Assurance Officers Seminar at  Kisumu Museum  February 13th – 16th 2012 
Corruption Prevention Committee’s Workshop at  Kisumu Museum February 17th 2012 
ISO 9001:2008 Awareness at Kisumu Museum    February 23rd 2012 
Environmental Health & Safety Workshop at Kisumu Museum  March 16th 2012 
CIC Insurance/Clarkson Workshop at Kisumu Museum   March 23rd 2012 
Corruption Prevention at  Kisumu Museum    March 2012 
Educators Workshop held at Thimlich Ohinga Cultural Landscape   April 6th 2012 
The Archaeology and Cultural Heritage around Lake Victoria, held at  Kisumu  May 7th-8th  2012 
By Alfred Lihasi 

Letters to the editor 

Thank you! 

I thank Kisumu Museum management for coming up with the idea of a newsletter! It will present a 
platform for staff to share ideas and learn from one another. The newsletter is also a public relations 
tool that will enable the museum clients to get informed, periodically, of the museum’s activities and 
programmes and thereby get a better understanding of the museums. 

Caleb Oduol, Education Section 

Thanks 

I wish to thank Kisumu Museum for coming up with a newsletter. I also wish to thank very much 
NMK- Director General for financial assistance to staff at Songhor Prehistoric Site following theft of 
their personal belongings early this year. 

Deya Mathews, Caretaker Songhor Prehistoric site. 

Thimlich Ohinga. 

In the next feature, I suggest Thimlich Ohinga Cultural Landscape should be given priority. Already 
a number of projects are on going at the site and it is important to inform NMK staff and the general 
public of these important developments. 

Silas Nyagweth, Caretaker Thimlich Ohinga Cultural Landscape. 
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In  Pictures 

 
Workshop participants on òThe Archaeology and Cultural Heritage around Lake Victoria,ó held in Kisumu 7th-8th May 
2012. Kisumu Museum was appointed as the focal point for future research on Archaeology and cultural heritage sites in 
the region.  From left sitting: Prof. William Ochieng, Dr. Paul Lane, Prof. B.A.Ogot, Prof. Christian Thibon, Dr. Mildred 
Ndeda, Clhoe Jsse-Durand. From left standing: Fredrick Z.A.Odede, James Were, Gilbert Oteyo, Dr. Christine Ogola, 
Gordon Onyango, David Okelo, Isaiah Oduor, Dr. George Odhiambo, Wycliffe Oloo, Dr. Samuel Okuro, Dr. Lazarus 
Ngari, Dr. Tobias Arudo, Dr. Isaya  Onjala. Workshop was organized by IFRA and BIEA. 

 

Mr. Pusia, Curator Kabarnet Museum, receiving a donation of ten rats from Mr. E. Weche, Kisumu Museum Animal 
Attendant. Kisumu Museum has of late been able to donate rats to Kapenguria, Nairobi and Kitale museums. Those 
interested in acquisition of rats, mice or breeding techniques, can get in touch with Kisumu Museum. 

A Publication of Kisumu Museum. Kisumu Museum, P.O. Box 1779- 40100, Kisumu. Tel. 254 57 2020332 or 254 0412004975                                                         
Email: kisumu@museums.or.ke  Website: www.museums.or.ke 


