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n recent decades the gunt panda {uluropada

melanolenee) has also served ax 2 nanonal

emblem for China while it image appears on 3
large number of modern Chinese commemoritive
sitver, gold and platinum coins.

The gant panda has been known toamack humans,
presamably out of imtation mther than predatory
behaviour, though it is often assumed m be docile

Habitat

1t 'is 3 bear, native 1o centrll and shothwestem

Ching and lives in bambioo forests
Physical appearance

The neme meins "cat-foot - black-and-whinc®.
It 15 eanily recopnised by is lurge, distinctive black
patches wround the eves, over the cars and ecmss
its round body,

Addulrs messure sround | 5 metres
75 con-tall ay the shoalder. Males are 1
latgrer than females weighing'
up to 150 kdlogrammes while
fernales weigh25 kilos.

The grant panda has black fur
itk ears, eve patchies, muerle,
legs, urms and shoulders while
the rest of the animal’s coar s
white. Although scientists do
it know why these unusual
bears are black and white,
sonic speculate that the bokd
enlouring provides effective
cimouflage into its shade-
dappled snowy and rocky
sterreitanidings.

The gunt panda’s thick,
wooly coat keeps it warm m
the eonl forests of iy habiar
They barve hinge molar feeth and
stngfaw mvscles forerushing
tough bamboa

It has the second longest
tail in the bear family, which
measures about 150 mm long
and can live to be 25-30 vears
old in eaptivity.

Behaviour

In the wild] the gunr

is & rerrestrial animal and
ily spendsits fife roaming
and feeding in the bamboo forests,

Though solitary, cach adulr hasa defined rermaocy
and females are not tolerant of other females in
their rmnge.

Pandas communicate through vocilisation and soent
marking such &s cliwing trees or spraving urine, They
are ahle to climb and takie shelterin hoflow trees orrock
crevices but do not establish permanent dens.

Pandus rely pamanly on spatial memory mther
than visual memary, Socal encounrers occur primarily
dunng the bref bmeckngsnmnmwhlr.h pandas in

imity 10 one snother will gathee. After mating, the
male leaves the female alone to rase the cuh

Reproduction

and around
) percent

The giant panda

Incapvity, Giant pandas breed by artficial nsemination
ax they seem to lose thetr interest m mating once they were
caprured,

Mating seasonis between March and Maywhena fermale
woes o her estenas oycle for tvo or three diys and only
[XCTUTS OOCE & year,

Grestation penod mnges from 95 to Hﬂchp and cubs
weigh 85 o 140 grams Twins are not uncommon with
pandas but only one will Ive.

Dict

Though it belongs 1 the order Camivora, the Giant
Panda’s diet is 99 percent bamboa. Other parts of its diet
include honey, eggs, fish, yams, shrub leaves, oninges and
bananas in captivity,

The average ghant pands eats as much 45 o 14 kedlces of
bamboo shoots a day. In captivity, 2008 typecally muintuin

their bamboo diet, though some will p-rmrdc speaally
formulated biscuits or other dietary supplements.

Social significance

In the past, pandas were thought to be rure and noble
creatures. The mother of & Chinese emperor was buned
with # panda skull in her vault.

Unilike mmany other animals in Ancient Chini, Pandas
were recly thought o huve medical uses. The few known
uses include the Sichuan tobal peoples’ use of panda urne
tomeltaccidentally swallowed needles, and the use of panda
pelts 10 control menses

Loans of grant pandas to Amencan and Jspanese 2008
formed an important part of the diplomacy of the Peaple’s
Republic of China in the 1970« and this practice has been
termed the panda diplomtacy.

Additional information: Wikipedia
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pered Mijtkends forests shong the coast eonmining
the remuing of mimentis fortiiod villages known 23
‘ Foavas will soon be opened up for visitors thagh
o cecstraarvim provieet chimven by the Nathoral Musetion of
it (NMKY
These forests which are coganded by the plggenous
opheof Coast prowinoe s the abodes of thelrances ™ ies
helel it ecred] siten asnd wre inthe custuddy of aseloetproup od
vl of ehders who ensure they are ot conitarmnated by
bestroctve human acaviny: The Kay villagess arerecognisel
therr otrtanding dniveral walue in conserving e
itz of the Mikenels cormudey and are thin enlited
in\ the pireanijous Widd Herstage Soes by Unesen,
The Ky are revered wa the roposstones of spurimul
bedefs af the Mijlkends poople and s seen & scred
sholle off anceuary and consin of 11 separate fores
uites\spreid over 200k aboog the coastine. French
duaador 1w Keovn Elmabeth Bartser while offically

:m':'n oppoxgunity iy other pecle 10 spprecate the unique
ary at the Kenyan cosst which had been tmed
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oonserve the oniqee Miikends culrare and open the Noyas
a5 MOLETIST EEENACTHN Sites
“Tuds postomly the besiches srid Safar packapes that
haes e or ouniet attrschons, thens e umgue culriral sy
fikee the $ogyas that also need o be markeesd,™ she noted
NMEK director peneral D Idle Faesh sl the NM
will contimee to sensitise il comrmuratics o the omportens
of preserving thewr hentape and hiory obwerving, thr
thit: unieque Mijekerids trwdithoms and' culture has readensd
thi fonests m the coast "virgin and healibn™.He said & an
etfurt to preserve dhe Kays NMK has gueered thess sacred
foresty and - enlisved them m the prestpos workd hermge
fist. The directes- general sid the baodiversiy of the Kain
and fonests surnwmnding thern have been protected us
trachitiopal belefs and urged other Kempans o emmbste i
Miilenda poople snd preserve ther environment thivg]
il practices for postnts
D Famb saidl beritape prosfessionals will soon erryfon
comdetion survey of the sites with a view o come ap/with
s management pln that would goide and impresy ther
eesliticanis of comiervation and mategEmen
" Tour operstors, school heads and well washy

shoudd

He il the NMK will give Kaya eld
fuaresrs techmical advise that will help o
fovesrs mor: senamabiy

Thse dhutirsman of the \.‘-H\ e L Tiveammy pledged
thiat WMEK will osffer markegieg of the Kavas abeoad dhnoagh
peetiva Tiveram Boand bessdes offering

Worm outbreaks
threaten food security

By HUSSEIN ABDALLAH

t least 30 districes in central and
castern Kenya have reported cases
of armyworm and bollworminfestaton,

raising concerns over damage to crops in affected
arcas after o prolopged drought,

"“The infestation may be atrributable 1o climatic
change. The rins have led to a quick multiplication
of the pests,” the deputy director of agnculture
in the plant profection services division of the
Ministry of Agriculture, loseph Ngetich said.

“Interminent periods of rinfall provide
good conditions for the hatching of the pests'
epgs” Npetich said. “If after a dry spell it rns
continucusly, we will not see an outhreak as
conditions will not be conducive for harching ™

This has been the case since October when
heavy mains after the dmught concentrited egg:
laying moths and provided grass/cercals for
newly-hatched caterpillars. Dry, sunny periods, as
expenenced in November, dunng the caterpillar
development, promoted their survivil and tapid
development.

The first drmyworm outhteak was repoeted m
the Tana Delta drea along the coast m November,
“but it was repressed and did not cause major
infesmanons”, noted Ngench,

*Civerall, the azmyworms have affected about
2474ha of pasture and 386ha of maize,” he suid.

"By December thouph, most of the muze wis
beyond knee-high, bevond the vulnemble stage”

The larva: of the armyworm) feeds on young
grasses (pasture) and cereal crops. About 10 distmets,
mainly in the Ukambani area of Eastern Province,
have been affected, 3 bumper harvest is expected
in parts of the province,

Onithreak forecasting

Treapping armyworm moths s useful for the
prediction of an outbeeak. Light and pheronione
traps with an insecticide cube may be used. “If we
see catches of up to 20 moths a night, we know
there will be an outhreak because of mating, laying
of eges and hatching,”

Thereare at least 400 survelllance traps i Kenya.
COhatbreak parterns elsewhere are also useful “For
example, if there are reports i Malwws, theo in
Tanzamia, we know. the next region to be hut twill
be Kenya,” he said

He said the armyworm outbreak s under control
although there are sull pockets of nfestation in areas
such as Kajiado, south of Nairobi. Armyworms ane
among notifiahle migrarory pests in Keaya.

Afncan boliwoem

The bollworm has also mfested fiekds in centeal
and eastern Kenva. “Bollworms are useally s minoe
pest but this year they have become 8 major pest.
People are not prepared for (them),” noted Ngetich,
adding that control efforss and damage assessment
were ongoing,




