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MuDI

simmering between
squatters over land
flifi.

A major row\i
ah investor a
in Takaungu,

The standolX beoween Omar
Rassam and the\ squatters, saw a
5h10 million peritpeter wall demal-
shed lasr week,

Mow, the area cgmmissioner of
lands has been direlred 1o appear
before court to verily which title
deed is genuine,

The demoliton too
weeks after the High C
barred the squatters fro
the land pending the he
determmanion of the suir,

But the squatters; led b\ Chris-
topher Kazungu and Joshus\jefwa,
also obtained orders in a cask they
filed, challenging any developinent
on the disputed plor.

The land, has already been su
vided into plots which further cong-
plicares the case.

There were claims also that a sen
ior police officer had called Rassam
and asked him not o commence
any development,

Rilifi district police boss Clem-
ence Wangai said each party had
gone to court and it was only fair
that the orders be adhered to.

*The squatiers had pone to court
prohibiting any development. What
we arc waiting for 15 venfication
of the two title deeds. The inves-

place two
v in Kilif
entering

and

o D e

ROW: Residents of Takaunga In Kilifl demol

tor had however put up a perim-
eter wall. | went there twice to stop
em from pulling down the wall
but they could not listen,” Wangai
to\d the Stae

ssam's lawyer Enc Odongo
mentioned o court that *pro-
fessignal squatters™ had been sent
to th plot to cause chaos by a
promiNent politician in an effort to

deny him his land.

In his affidavit, the mvestor
claims, “l am just a victim of the
games of professional squatters op-
erating in the Coast province™.

Judge Francis Tumyor issued an
order restraining any interference
with the land on May 15.

Rassam claimed the hired yourh
were transporred in two trucks that

Ish the perimeter wall in a disputed land.

ajor land row pitts
ilifi investor, squatters

Photo/ ELRANA IACDE

were cscored by four saloon cars,

Rassam's: brother Mohamed Als,
who was present when the youth
were demolishing the wall, said they
were acting under strict instructions
as they wee well organised.

Al said those who were occu-
{;:Jng the land before his brother

ght it m 2009 were compen-

sated and resettled elsewhere.

MRC not a securi

BY BRIAN OTIENO

A Cabinet minister from
the Coast has denied that
the outlawed Mombasa
Republican Council is

a siecurity threat to the
country,

Tourism minister Dan
Mwazxo also blamed the
rise of the group on the
government’s complacency.

Mwazo said the group

does not use milirangs.
=1 think they are
threat because they a
Kenyans. They live with us.
They are saying they n
a direct contact for ther
o dislogue,” suid Mwazd.
The government plans
to build a new centre ro
house the Naronal Secu-
rity Intelligence Service in
Kwale county allegedly
due to the perceived rhreat

from the gmur,

Mwaza sabd the MRC
is apprehensive of the
intenided plan. He added
that the government
should have acted when
the Islamic Party of Kenya
and the Kaya Bombo made
headlines in the 905 for
agitating for the rights of
the Coastal people espe-
clally over land.

*The government should

have taken action during
the IPK and Kaya Bombo
times, | think the MRC
anget would not have
reached this level,” saud
Mwazo during a mecting
held ar the South Coast
TERION.

He said the channel used
by the MRC to raise their
EriCVances is Not correct
bur they have a genuine

case.

threat to the country, says Mwazo

The new constitution
has provisions to address
the problems they raise.

The Voi MP said it is not
true that the leaders ac the
Coast have refused to seek
solutions to the issues that
the group 15 raising.

Mwazo said he has been
invited for talks by the
gronp in order to find an
amicable solution to ad-
dress their grievances.

THE MNanonal Museums of
Kenya is in the process of
setting up Africa’s first un-
derwater museums to study
marine life and shipwrecks
it the Coast region.
Archeological studies
revealed that they have
discovered over 35 ship
5 in the Indian Ocean
wihich could be turmed into

Head of Archacology at
the NMK Cesar Bita said

0 be built in Mo

because of the heavy costs
of setting up the project,
they have identified five
shipwrecks that could be
set up before embarking oo
the others.

Speaking on the
phone, Bita said study
and excavation work for
the three shipwrecks in
Mombasa is complete.

*Linder water museurms
are not buildings but the
construction involves
the development and
preparation of shipweecks
thar are underwater for

be able to see”

he said.

\

u
basa

Bita said the shipwrecks
are spread all over Lamu,
Mombasa, Malindi,
Watamu and the South
Coast adding that each will
act as a muscum of its owr.

He said experts will dive
under the water and inszall
informarion and clean
the arca to ensure safety
messures are put in place
for those who would like o
visit the museums.

The three Mombasa
shipwrecks which would
be dealt with are located at
Fort Jesus; Nyali area the
other one 15 m the Indian
(éean.

ums in|

foreigners

THE Director of Public
Prosecutions is yet o sib-
mit the file m a case which
a Belginm and Tunisian
national arrested by ann-
terror officers in Lamui,
are accused of al Shabaab
invalvement,

Leading the prosecution,
Peter Gironge told the
court that they needed a
maonth to assemble vital
evidence and put them
1on record, for the case
against Flassan Kafi and
Mohammed Debarli to

proceed.
at the Shimo La

convicted of beinpgn the
country illegally,
They are alsofacing

charges of being mem
of al Shabaab.

Chief magistrate Stephen
Riech directed that they be
repatriated back ro their
country after completion
of their terms,

Yesterday, their lawyer
Geoffrey Murubia

asked that the
uce the numiber of
y& to ensure thar there

is a speedy trial for his

clients.

Balala set to
launch party

MALINDI Formier Tourism
minister Najib Balala has
finalised plans to faunch
the political parey hi will
Vie Ol

The Mvita MP spoke
yesterday for the first time
gince he failed to appear
at Depory Prime Mimster
Musalia Mudavadi’s pub-
lic rally at Tononoka in
Myita two weeks ago.

Balala's absence at the
rally sparked specularion
that he might be.contem-
plating to make another
dramaric political move in
preparation for the elec-
Hons,

Drugs fight
campaign

MOMBASA Coast anti-
drugs campaigners have
opposed the government
pilat peoject to provide 8
million free needles o drug
HseTH,

The NGOs, through
their Coast community
anti-drugs coalition sec-
retary Amina Abdallah,
have termed the move as
refTOgressive.

“We have refused this
project 1 totality, We are
giving the government
seven days to withdraw
their plans or face court
action,” said Abdallah whis
was speaking in Mombasa,

Matatu crew
row at bus park

MALINDI There was chaos
at the new Malindi bus.
park yesterday after opera-
tors plying the Mahmﬁfn
Mombasa route differed
over the mode of opera-
tions,

Trouble sturted when
one group of operators
from the Munawar shuttle
refused o follow the quene
system introduced by the
municipal council.

The other groups com-
prising of the Al Wahim
shuttle, Lamu Star Shut-
tle and Malindi Shurtle
it back and blocked the
vehicles from picking pas-
Sengens.

Sh8m maritime
campaign

MOMBASA The Associaton
for Women in the Man-
time Sector in East and
Southern Africa plan to
raise Sh8 million to init-
ate a martime sensitisa-
tion programme in girls'
schools across the country.
The association which
was formed 1o advocate
for gender equity and
IMProve access (o maritime
training and technology,
said wotnen are shying
off from careces in-the
mdustry doe ro lack of

information,
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