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Unequal sharing of
wealth that stoked
rise In armec crime
After independence, the the ‘dog eat dog’ mddel of

development reinforced the desire to get to théNop
by any means necessary

By CHARLES HORNSBY and though it evertually passed the

Criminal Eaw [Amendment] Act to ox-
In December 1973, Kenya celebrat vcute violent robbers, it specified thar

ed adecade of independince. Most ob- thiey must have commited grievous
servers [udpged the independence ema bodily harm. It also mandated that ex-
success, but noted that Kenya's natlon- evutions take place In private; nflu-

al identity was only slowly emerging enced by Artorney-Gerieral Chardes

and continued o be challenged by so. Njonjo's apposition to public Kilings, e = LY . L i
cio-economic and ethnic tensions. which be tetmed “barbaric, sadistic e .
Kenyan soclety was also becoming and inhuman’, It was i rare case of par e 3Nn Nairohi. The proliferation of slums owes largely to uneven distribution
more aggressive and acquisitive. The lamentary resistance 1o presidential itional resdyrces after Independence. |40 FiLe/sTANDARD|
‘dog ralﬁz‘g' model of development re- aurhority E
inforced the desite 1o get to the top by Presidem Kenyata was back on the
ANy IMERns. stump with his own draconian solu-

At the same time, growling numbers tions to the problem of crime in 1972, |
ol foreign tourists brought with them demanding that theft also become a

the aspirational lifestyle of luxury ho- capital offence: “My brothirs, let us say I i
tels and safarls, while urhandsation was it loudly, thieves shall be Imnl_.:m?:
breaking older bonds to the land and hanged unil they die” It was crucial
cammunity. These changes were breed- that no quarter be given to the poor if i

ing o distinet ‘Nairobi’ political culiure, they murmed to crime
which - in classic capitalist form—was

more acguisitve, mgmenied and un- Public
equal thun the hearilands of rural Ke- Kenyatta’s wish was evenually fm-
Iy plemented in a second amendment in

By the early 1970s. the chullenges of 1973, which mantated the desth pen:
urbanisation were really beginning to alty for robibery with violence. The
affect Kenya, More than ten per cent of death penalry for armed robbery (even

Kenyans were now urban residents. To withow violencel was Introduced in
meet growing demand, local councils, 1975 and remuins on the siztute book
private developers and the central gov- to this diy. For the first time, the palice
ernnwnllhuiil houses for the emerging were armed and ondered 1o “shoot to _.: 18 - 20 May 2012
ekl elass, kill” r——
AL the same time, the urban poor However, thene was already concerh = LO[?BHQBIBH[
were. building shonties and slums in about the loss of discipline and corrup- 201 2 L wWwWw
Kibers, Mathare Valley and elsewhere. tion in the foroe. ol .lakﬂmrkaﬂafﬁt[ﬁl.ﬂﬁm
I funuary 14970, Nairobl Ciyy Couneil Njonjo almitiesd thal, by 1992, 60 v
responded. City councll askaris burm per cent of crimes went undetected or *
1o the ground several slums, leaving witte pot nvestated,
0,000 inhabitants homeless. Nanoethe Theee stote of Kenyn's prisons wis al-
less, thie flood to the cities continued. 50 3 catbve for concern, highlighted by
an incident! in 1972 ln which wardess
Overcrowded settiements killed up 10 30 prisoners. There was lit-
By the mid- 19705, mare thim 25 per the pubilic ouerye The lives of criminals
cent of Nairobl's population was tiving had Tirile valie 0 Kenyans:. Indeed,
In overcrowded  CEmiporary’ seitle- risoners were roudinely used os forced
ments; whebie thie prevalence ol unom Euhmu on the farme Gfoministers and
ploymentded o theft, illegal browing civil servanis
and other social problems. Hawking Phe sendor Juidicinry, memmwhile, ne-
(mobile or temporary selling ol goods), malned mostly. Enropean and Asian,
which had been a problem since the All Kenya's muagistrates wero African,
colonial era in ihe clty, was o growing but there were only three African High
challenge. Court judges, with Njonjo expllcii that
As unemployinent rose amd the appointments would be made on mer-
elites prospered. so crime increased. It not ethnic erfveria.
Even Keayatta’s own farm was robbed Many Aftican lawyers disagreed:
Although thie scale was modest in com- befieving his maintenance of high star-
parison 1o the chaos of the 1890s, per- dards of conduct and qualifications de-
sonal security began to become a con- libertely discriminated against them
cermn. The Natlonal Assembly had [ned thereby also bullt a constituency
réjected the death penalty for armed for Njonjo amongst Europeans and
robbery in 1970. Asians), Nonetheless, in every dspect of
MNonetheless, infuriated by his in- the criminal and judicial system, prob- % = &b
ability to control the streeis and the  lems were growing. ‘ _A:J e = “?; il 8 T e ?
possible effect on Investment, Presi- By 1872 ithere was a substantial el w8 T iy b
||lJ|r11;~ Elu;cn‘fuﬂﬂ demanded hfII‘ILuTIiﬁ in humﬂi in cases (2,000 owailing High o =
871 that armed robbers be hanged in Court hearing), with the nuniber of N o [ e s A P vy 1
public, and tried to force the change cases consistently exceeding the num- @M R u E 2 S Boyer - -_._-_.u.' = “*Lr?m
Ihrmliﬁil- Parliament. ber of judges available. The problims
The Assembly was unimpressed, of the 19905 were alreatly present.




