Echoestromthepast

‘choes of its past are
frequently blown by the
breezes to its shores,
where enchanting history
is passed as monsoon
trade winds gently blow
the palm trees

) he excitement waos pal-
paabile s thee African
sun warmly shone on
the hosts, dazzling the
guests from thie Fast
|  whoseeyes rarely left
L. their delicate gift being
ul‘ilnmlﬁi an their rickety ship, Those
were the days before technology had
begueathed humanity engine pow
ered sea faring visssels. Then, their
fourmieys were dictated by the sea-
somns and the direction of the winds

Bt this did not prevent the del-
egation from China from pccept-
ing a girafle that hed been given by
the people of Malindl as & gesture of
good refations, although the African
mammal would later find China's
winter unbearable. Esmuond Bradely
Martin captures this hilarious ex-
change ol a rare gift between the
outgoing coastal residents and their
visitors in his ook, Malindgi, Past and
Present.

Mirtin retells the story of how the
glraffe left Malindi in 1415 aboand
ome of the largest Chinese junks ever,
1o be subjected 1o a six-months jour-
niey, and ceremoniousty presented
to'the Ming Emperor. Yung Lo, The
glraffe had been secured by Cheng
Ho. an eunuch sallor whio was com
manding a fleet of ship plying be-
tween Java, Cevion, India and Hor-
muE when he happened to pass by
Malindi during his fifth trip between
1417 and 1419,

“The emperor was so nver
whelmied that he went 1o recelve
the animal with pomp and ciream:
stance. All the otficials of the court
prosimted themselves in the pres-
enceof the giraffeand congratulinted
the emperor,” Martin writes

In 1414, the Chinese ¢mperor had
received another African giraffe from
the King of Bengal and there wasa
belief among the Chinese that the
anlmal was holy and {ts appearance
meant that the king was favoured by
thepods. The giraffe's stay in China
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Identity and character|

Malindi has

retained its
independence

om Mombasa

b thowgh drmatic, o8 it was pampered

likea god, was shor lived. ltcould
not eope with the strange environ:
mentoutof the African jungle, it was
returmied 1o s ariginal home.

“Thius in 1917, the nmbassador
from Malindi who hoad been in charge
of the girafle during the vovage had
to be given trinsport back” the histo- |
rian explains The gimfie. bs suspect- |
ed 1o have been retumed by Cheng
Ho when be came back to Enst Africa |
during his famous voyage that took
place between 1417 and 1419 |

Throughout the ages, Matind,

Ik a beautiful and irresistible nakd- |
e, has continued o mesmernise suit- |
0% Provm Lar and wide, always treating
them warmily, and offering rare gifis.

1t Is this warm nature of the town and

its residents that have seen some of

the visitors permanently sertleat iis
beautiful beaches, whileothers al- |
wavs return aher theie Initial trip. |
Malindi's earliest referenco is in Chi-
nese Geography written by a Chinese i
whin died [n 863 AD. [ts people were
described as Black and their naturne
fierce,

According to the Chinese suthor,
the residents of Malindi then fed on
dried fish, had muny wives and ob.
served Ramadhan during the seventh
moan when they did not wiork

Powers to charm

Murtin disputes that this refer-
ence cotlld be of Malindi, as we know
it tndiay, bt concedes it conld be of
a part of a Somalin coastal town. Ma-
linhi also featuresinthe warks ol an
Arab Geographer, ldris, whao lived
from 1100 to | 166, but never visited
East Africa who described the town
a8 being occupied by the Zinj people
il situated at the mouth of a river
with sweal water.

The Geographer claimed the resi-
dents of Malindi hunted tgers (leop-
ards) and other ferocions animals
anitd also mined inon that they also
used for commerte.

{dris says Malindi residents had
powers to charm soakes, but could
provake the reptiles to attack their
enemies. Although serious douhts
have been ralsed about Malindi's iron
o mines; nrchealogist Neville Chit-
the has proved there was imn minkng
on Manda slind, which is 100 miles
from Malindi; dating back to 500 AD.

True to Malindi’s good- natured
character, when Vasco Da Gama, o
Pormuguese sallor who was on the
run, arrived from Mombasain April
1498, his sallorsan the verge of star-
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CLOCHwsE Some of the oldest buildings in Malindl, Every now and then, the thateh 44

has to be

beauty of the coastal captured by this

replaced. The alluring

scenic view at African Pearl Hotel. imﬂﬂmlﬂmﬂm a
different face of the town, v5i 7 The three-wheeled tuk tuk is Malindi's main
mode of transport. One of the streets leading from Vasco Da Gama Pillar. (Phomos:
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vation, Malindl again offered hos-
pltality. The Partugiess were su
touched by the hospitality that when
they arrived inlisbon they coined a
proverh, "Amity in Malindl, strifein
Mombaga.”

At the time ofVaseo Da Gama'’s

visit. Malindi was a large toswn with

a population of 8,000 peaple. Four
thousand people ived within the
walli, comprising of the Ambs who
were the rulers. Besides Chinese
whose presence has been validated
by considerable quantity of porcelain
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“Mendes De Vasconcellos could only amass 30 Portuguese to defend the town. He was assisted by 3,000

Alricans. The Portuguese shot the

—Esmond Bradely Martin

dating back o 9th century unearthed
by archeologlsts, Malindi had a high
population ol Indians who had ol-
ready established business by the
15theentury,

When Cabral who founded Bra-
gl wisited Mallndi in 1500, he was
astounded by the extensive orange
plantations in the arca; whose fruiis
he described as the tastiest fo the
world. Ai the time crops such as mil-
let and rice were grown in abundance
in Mallndi, where spices such os gin.
gerand mutmeg from Indla werealso
thriving,

The traffic of ship between Ma-
lindi and Indin at the time was heavy
because the monsoon winds blow-
ing between Novembier to Murch fa-
vilitated casy movement. The retom
fourney from Indin o Malindi was
mustle passihle by the same winds
that blew from Apeil to Ociober,

Blessed with an ideal climate the
king of Portugal decided to open o
customis howse at Malind! that was
however abalished in 1512 after it be-
came clear that the town did not have
sufficient husiness Lo sustain it

At the time the town however re-
malned a key rading post for such
goods as Indian cotion, wax; gom
copal ivary and oplum; but lts pros-
perity came (o anend in 1593 when
the: headquarters of Portuguese op-
erutons was shifted from Malindi 1o
Mormbasa

During s long history, Malindi
has witnessed many upheavals, such
s tha attack by the dresded Turkish

pirate Mirile Bey in 1585, who cap-
tured Faza and Pare Lbands.

Atone time, the pirate ariacked
and captured some hostages even as
he tried to bmpose Turkish nule on the
towns dominated by Portugal such as
Lamu, beforé proceedlig to Malin:
dl. He was however chased away Iny
Mendes DeVisconcellos in 1589,

Gazetted as a town

When 15,000 Zimba cannibals
from Zambezi attncked Mombasa
on March 15, 1589, and feasted on
everyone (n sight, this cansed a me:
lee that gave the Portuguese an op-
partunity to capture the plrate. Mar-
tin recounts the fate that fell on the
Zimba's when they tried their luck in
Malindi, "Mendes DeVasconcelios
conild only amass 30 Portuguese o
defend the town: hewas assisted by
3,000 Africans.

The Partugoese shot the canni-
bals a1 close range, while the Africans
speared then from behind.” Martin
writes, Out of the 15,000 canmibals,
anly 100 escaped from Malindi al-
though they later revenged oo the

Portuguese in 1592 when they killed
200 of them in Tete, Mozambigue.

The Galla warriors who con-
quered Gedisetlernent also paid o
yisit ter Malindi and devastated It to
the state Captain Owen found it in
1H23 amid the German misslonary
Dir L uchwip Kraft In 1845, For a thme
it hnd served asn slave market aftor
It weas re-established by the Sultan
of Zanzibar, but it suffered yet again
alter the slave market was closed In
1 B85,

Four hundred years after Vasco
Dt Gama visited Malindl, It popula-
tion had declined from the ariginal
6,000 to a paliry 1,148, and the num-
ber of Africans had shiunk to only
B840 while that of Anibs stood ot only
230 by 1913, By 1962, as Kenva pre-
pared for independence. Malindi's
population could stifl notmatch that
of 1498, as it had only 5,818 people
with the poptilation of Africons at
2504 almost tying with that of Ambs
a1 2218,

Long before Kenya was declared
acolony, Malindi was gazetted as 4
towmin 1903, although 25 yvears later

cannibals at close range, while the Africans speared them from behind.”

Malindi lost its starus as un admin-
isirative reglonin 1928 By this time
however, it had staried sttracting
tourists from Burope and bevongd,
Foralmost 700 yoars, Malindi has
Hveed up 1o its billing, welcoming
tourises from'ull over the world This
hiss immsformed it into a fully cos-
mispalitan town, although the Por-
tirguese and its Arab dominance has
heen replaced by ltalian natlonals
Itis one of the few towns that has a
consulite 1o cater for ltallan nation-
s living in the wywn, although othes
coumniries are also represented in the
populktion compositon of the town.

Although the enmity between the
various dynasties mling has ended,
Malindi has retained her indepen.
dence from Mombasa. creating her
ownt identity and character, Echoes
ofits past are frequently blown by the
breezes o its shores, where iis en-
chanting history ls passed from moth
10 ear as monsoon rade winds gently
billow the palin rees,
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Way £ in History
Allure of mouthful titles
tuS_hﬂ!titui
Dhering 1he days when the British
Emipide was at it poak and real nobles
were grantzd titles according to thejr
service i dedication fo his majesty's
Gawemment, it was nol proper (o
Adibrets 3 senior Govermment Alicial fn
Kenya like a mortal.
I3 simiple feter anmilling 3 gaette
Iiatkce, the sovernnr of Kemys tolony.
Edwart] Northiy hroke the regord of
beaving the mmst titfes, He mfroduced
wﬁﬂmmﬁr{ﬂhm“
Majesties forces, Knight Comma
the Mot st !Ilmeni’hiﬂ
Michaetand Saint Geargs: Companion
of the Honoorahle Order of the Hath,
it firally Gowermpr of e Kerya
rolony.
Using slaves to
rebuild Malindi
Wil the Qe Arales raicdad Malisll
in 1622, they laid it towasteand
e
Nekp Hrom bis counterpiant in Portisgal.
i the letter Algust 25,1622, the king
- stated Uhat be Kad been forced 1o
regreat from Matindl 1o Mombasa
1o eseape harassment by te Qman)
Arilrs 11 took the intervention
ol Sultan Majit of Zanzibar 1o
restscitate the town by sentting 150
Baluchs b supervise 1000 slaves.
o o e v
thousands of bags of cereals that were
then ported
Slave traders that
were invisible
Hritain's enthusiisn almost spoilt the
party for Malind after ship Grogan
thiat was patrolling the East Coast of
Arica for slaye traders docked
o e
i I
of stave trading. and fired a few
canons, forcing the sive masters to
abandon the fleet.
They terned theie i the
mmﬁfﬁmw

eimitsarrassed when o0 saarching the
four Arab Bhows they just found an
Adrican skave, whom they freed.

‘ ‘ Throughout
the ages, Malindi,
like a beautiful
and irresistible
maiden. has
continued to

MEesmerise
suitors trom far
and wide, always
treating them
warmly. and
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