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for Mombasasenator’s post

BY PHILIP MBAJI

FORMER Cabinet minister
Karisa Maitha's wife, Alice,
at the weekend hit the cam-
paign trail pledging o 1m-
prove education standards
and eradicate drug abuse in
Mombasa county if elected
senator.

Alice, who declared inter-
est in the seat last week
rogether with the gover-
nor's post aspirant Abdal-
lah Mwaruwa, former
Kenya Ports Authority
{KPA) managing director,
lasnched their campaign
and promised 1o address

| them that they wi

e rwo issues, which afflict
Aot residents.,

king at KPA Mba-
ki Spiets Ground, Alice
and Mwaxuwa appealed
for peace a
among the r
Mombasa and

an minarve 1o promgte
peace in the county,
Alice becomes the first
woman declare interest in
the sear that has artracted
Myita MP Najib Balala,
Changamwe’s Ramadhan
Seif Kajembe and human
rights activist Hassan Omar

Sarai.

Channt;l—griévances to MPs,
URP leaders advise MRC

BY MAUREEN MUDI
AND PHILIP MBAJI

THE outlawed Mombass
Republican Council mem-
bers should channel rtheir
grievances to Coastal lead-
ers to ruise them in Parlia-
menr instead of resorting to
violence,

Speakers at | camipaign
rallies -organised by United
Republican Party over the
weekend  urged the gow
ernment  to  addeess  the

group’s  grievances. MPy
Cyrus Jirongo, Chiran All
Mwakwere, Gedion Mbuvi
Sonko and Ekwe Erhuro
said the government and
MRC should give dialogue
a chance to ensure peace in
the Coast region.

Jirongo said the economy
of the region has been ru-
ined because all the indus-
tries such Mariakani Milk,
Kenya Bixa, Ramisi Sugar
tactory and Kenya Cashew-
nut had collapsed.

KWS rangers pursue

Phictod XML

RECOVERED: Workers pre

paring contraband t

Day in Tsavo West Mational Park on July 20 last Year,

BY MARTIN MWITA

THE Kenya Wildlife Serv-
ice rangers in Tana River
COUNLY are pursuing two
gangs of suspected poach-
ers, who escaped afeer a
fierce gun fight over the
weekend.

The rangers, who were on
patrol encountered the two
gangs of six poachers each
at two different locations in
Tana River and Carsen.

In the first incident at
Dakadima arca, one poach-

Network to study dolphin
‘and sharks at Watamu

BY ALPHONCE GAR|

A network has been formed
to research on sharks and
dolphins along the coastline
in 4 bid o promote tour
ismm.

The network will develop
and keep dama besides set-
nng up i management plan
for the ses mammals that
are key tourism,

The project will invalve
CONSETVAion  groups in
Waramu, South Coast and
miernatiomal organisations
under the consormum of the
Kenva Mirine Mammals
MNetwork.,

Members of the network
will: be giving updares. and
details of the marine mam-
mals spoted ar specific lo-
cations ar the coastal line.

The other project part-
ner is the Global Vision
Intematonal, a UK based

CinsErvanon  orgamsation,

which will conduct research
om behalf of local partners

er was shot dead and dg AK-
47 rifle with two mazape
and 44 bullets recove
while his five colleagues es
caped with injuries.

The second incident
was at Ananotu ared near
Garsen  where  another
gang of six poachers en-
goged the rangers in @
herce gun fght,

The gang escaped leav.
ing behind 28 bullers; three
magazines of AK47 rifle,
and two tusks of a mature
elephant.

warldwide,

In Kenya, GVI is work- ‘
g with the Kenya Wiildlife (

Service in studying the ma-
rine mammal populations
around  Kisite-Mpunguti
marine profected area. Ken-
ya -Association of Sea An-

glers, a governing body for ‘
saltwater sports fishing in ‘

Kenyn and a member of the
Intermational Game Fish As-
secution, is another parmer
m the network.

Steve trot the charman of

Watamu Marine Park As- (]

sociation said the neework
will provide consistent dam
on occurtence and abun-
dance of marine mapunals
along the Kenyan coast us-
ing sport  Ashing: vessels,

diving clubs and NGOs .u

a platform of opportuniry.
“This project will help to
define arcas of “high impor-
tance™ for marine mammals
to improve the conservation

of these species in the rr—

gion,” he said.

poachers in Tana River

.1

s and ivory for burning during the African Elephant Law Enforcement

Confirming the incidence,
Coasr Conservanon aren ns-
sistant direcror Simon Gitan
said all the rwo gangs fled
Wwith injuries, adding that
the rangers are stll pursu-
ing

-

% are looking for the
suspectey] poachers whe our
men encodfered at two dif-
ferent pointygn Tana River
arca. We' mahgged to re-
cover three maghgines, two
pieces of elephany  tusks,
one AK 47 rifle and Meveral
rounds of ammunithon,”

said Girau

He urged members of the
public in the region o re-
POTT a0y suspicious person
with gunshot wounds o
the nearest palice station or
KW5.

“Members of the public
are advised 1o be on the
alert since this gang thar
escaped is sl armed and
dangerous,” said Gitao.,

He said the KWS is com-
murted  in  protecting  the
wildlife and will not leave
anything ar chance,

STAR CORRESPONDENT

KENYA Tounsm Board
has been urged to promote
tourism at the grassroots by
recognising. and marketing
histonical sites, which are
run by local communities
Speaking in Kikambala
yesterday afrer visiting the
Alncan Barn Owl cave, Ba-
siva Foundarion managing
director Perer Kithunga said

KTB has concentraved its |

promation i the hotel m-
dustry, which is seasonal.

He vrged the board wo
shift s focus to: other ar-
eas especlally eco-tourism,
which  besides providing
beauriful scenery to both lo-
cil and mremanonal rour
|'¥t'1|, COSEryves tl‘f ENYIrcGh-
metit.

“It’s high tme KTB gets
our of big towns and stars
looking for the historical
sites that form the heritage
of our country,” Kithunga
said

romote comgnunities’
istorical sites, KTB urge

He sad the country hos
s0 many unigie historcal
sites that cannot be found
anywhere in the waorld that
should be promoted and
marketed,

The foundation has been
identifying  and  maintain-
ing histarical sives, which
include caves psed o hide
slaves and other unique fea
tures which wete previously
not recownised.

The toundations good-
will envoy Petro . Schare,
said the country has a lor of
potential in rerms of rour
isim, adding that many of
s fearures are unique but
the world will not know
about such features unless
they are promoted. Speak-
ing after 'a visit Nyan de-
pression, Schare urped the
government  to  provide
funds for fencing the area to
preserve the Forest around
the depression,borders the
| famous Arabuko-Sokoke

Igrest.
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