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St rugg Ies to Su rVive ;I::ullanguage of El Molo

The El Malo people (or Gurapau “pecple of tha
lake™ according to the auto-ethnonym) live an the
— east bank of the Lake Turkana Lake. At the present,
: they are mainly found in two small villages (Layeni
and Komote) located in the neighbourhoods of the
location site of Loiyangalani.

The original language of the Bl Molo was an East
Cushitic language of the Omo-Tana group, and its
closest relatives are the Dhaasanac and the Arbore
languages of southwest Ethiopia. The El Molo basi-
cally abandoned their language in favour of the
& : Milotic Samburu Tanguage during the second half
| e of tha 20th century,

—- Basic data on the language were collected by the

tippopotamis meat” Their populnbion was es- e German linguwist and Africanist Bernd Heina in

imstedtobe300-300. - ' The island of Ghaosts, the early 19705, and were published as two short

I the research paper, The Elmolo ty WeS. [ Watlaiediall grammatical sketches (1975-76, In German; 1980 in
~ Dyson and V. E- Fuchs published in The Jourrial - : English, with few changes) and a basic dictionary

~af the Rowsl Anthropologienl Institu Gre: " (197-73), In the early ‘S0s another German Afrl-

i  Lnadie - . A canist, Matthias Brenzinger, published a study of
the language shift among the El Molo and added a
few linguistic notes.

During the 70s the El Molo were roughly extin-
guished {almost 100 Individuals), but the number
of ethnically defined EI Molo is nowadays currently
increasing. Three years a4go the £l Molo community,
which is represented by the cultural association
(Community Based Organisation) “Gurapau”, de-
cided to start a revitalisation project intended to
recover thelr ethno-linguistic identity. The project
iz partially founded by the Christensen Foundation
(hitp:'www.christensenfund.org/page aspTid=72,
according to which the project is intended “To
support partnerships between El Molo fisher
: people of Lake Turkana in Northern Kenya and
Fish drying on the i local researchers Lo document and revitalize thair
poftopoia et NN language, ethno-ecological knowledge, cultural
I-'HﬂTC'l HARTHLUT FEEDKL I'DEFIIEDE' and sacred sites and restore III'.':‘E'HTH',' and
lest pride as a basis for communily development,”)
Therefore, the recovering of the E] Molo language
goas hand in hand with the rehabilitation of the
traditional custaims and Kndwledge.

It'Is impaortant to stress thal many members of
1 the community still have some knowledge of the

shrines located -1 fstand called El Molo language in the form of words, songs and
f 13:;“ ufﬂ.::ll:'l'or "'I:n.: of no Retarn® ; challenges n by Pl MM _ proverbs, and that the whole El Molo community
which the commumity considers as sacred bt ; ey ATt T, 15 willing to collaborate to the recovering of their
places. When attacked by envies, as Jegend “lesser people’l of about 30cm & year. Laek of sanitary facilities Ianuu:-;m;g';aﬂ El Molo vocabulary has alraady
goes, they used to retreat to this island, calch o fresh drinking water & baen :
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From a Kenya Mational Mussum title: The oid
Cushitic language of the El-Molo (Gurapau) In
the Lake Turkana area — prospects for data col-
lection and revitalization

sikst
i

4|

98
if

1
i

e —— = " -

1 JUST HOP! - Y PRESERVE THE MEMORIES
4 :_..;‘?""'i*;-,_?r':: Mﬁ, PR A S R _.-‘-j-«“*’t—._:t_fl;%fm_tz_n_-ﬂ:-__-
Iy L s 4 L gy L~

g o e e yratip phdgter s =t
4 LY




